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(Abstract)

Re—examination of war hero General Kim Hong—il:
Based on the life of the general and the role of the
Korean War

Choi Guk geun

This study aims to examine the military and institutional role of
General Kim Hong-il, who was selected as one of the four major
heroes of the Korean War along with General MacArthur, Walker, and
Kim Jong—oh, from various angles, and to re—examine his historical
status as a war hero.

General Kim Hong-—il, a former independence activist who played a
significant role and contributed to the creation of the Korean Armed
Forces, was relatively marginalized in evaluating his military
achievements during the Korean War and no follow—up studies have
been conducted. Therefore, this study aims to analyze General Kim

Hong—il's practical role in establishing the Nakdonggang River defense

line in the early stages of the war through strategic contributions to
the formation of the Si—heung District Combat Command and the
establishment of the Han River Defense War, In addition, through
comparative analysis with war heroes during the same period, the
relative status and symbolic meaning of General Kim Hong—il are
summarized, and the formation and transition process of the concept of
war heroes is examined,

This study will re—establish the narrative structure of heroes in
Korean military history and contribute to understanding historical
legitimacy and the nature of military leadership.

Key words @ Kim Hong—il, Korean War, War Hero, Liberation Army, Military Identity
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